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Croatian FOOD-N-CO National Training Session and Information
Day - By Lana utelija

The Croatian FOOD-N-CO National Training Session and Information Day took place

on September 25-26, in Zagreb, Croatia. It has beemrganised by the Croatian Ministry

of Science, Education and Sports, institution hosting the Croatian FP7 NCP office, and
in particular the person in charge was Ms. Lana ut elija, National Contact Point for the

“Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology ” Theme within FP7.

Mr. Koos De Korte from the Netherlands, Dutch

National Contact Point for the “Food, Agriculture a nd
Fisheries, and Biotechnology” Theme, as well as
coordinator of the FOOD-N-CO project, participated in
the event as external expert.

The training was mostly addressing researchers from
the Croatian FAFB community, as well as multipliers ,
and other contact persons from institutions involve d in
FP7 FAFB activities. Around 45 people were attending the training and information
day, and the feedback was very positive, making the event successful, and giving a
good experience and knowledge to prepare similar events in the future.

The training included an overview of FP7, as well as a detailed presentation of the
FAFB Theme (overview of 1st call results, Work Programme 2008). Mr. De Korte
presented the FOOD-N-CO project, and Ms. utelija g ave the overview of FP6 results
and the Croatian participation. Croatian National C ontact Points for other Themes
(Mobility NCP, Regional NCP, Technology Platforms, ERA-NETS), as well as for other
Programmes (EUREKA), participated in the event as expert speakers. Financial Rules
and IPR issues were explained in details by the Craatian Financial NCP and the
Croatian Legal NCP. The evaluator's experience hasbeen given by a Croatian expert,
FP6 and FP7 evaluator, as well as Programme Commitee Expert for the FAFB Theme.
Practical exercises/Quiz were organised to involve the audience and explain more in
details the rules for participation, financial issu es as well as the life cycle of a project.
Colleagues from the University of Rijeka, working a t the Research Office, shared their
experience as Science Managers and gave an overvievof their activities, with the goal
of helping researchers to participate in FP7 and other EU programmes.

After the Croatian FOOD-N-CO National Training Session and Information Day, the
Croatian Ministry of Science, Education and Sports, in cooperation with the University
J.J. Strossmayer of Osijek, and in particular Ms. lana utelija, organised another
training Session and Information Day in Osijek, on September 28.

The training was mostly addressing researchers from the Croatian FAFB community,
as well as multipliers, and other contact persons from institutions involved in FP7
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FAFB activities, mostly from the city of Osijek as well
as the whole region (eastern part of the Country).
Around 50 people were attending the training and
information day, and the feedback was, as in Zagreb,
very positive

A colleague from the Faculty of Agriculture of
Osijek, who applied as coordinator for the first KB BE
call in 2007, gave an excellent overview of all the
activities he has been involved in while joining/es tablishing a consortium, taking over
the role of coordinator, organising the work packag es, leading the audience step by
step through the complex but interesting and stimul ating procedure of writing a
project proposal/applying as coordinator/partner in  a FP7 project.

FAFB theme: first call results
(Participation of Countriesin Food N CO project) - Egill Boccanera

The first “Food Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biot echnology” (FAFB) Call for
proposals closed on the 2nd of May 2007. The Commision received more than 400
proposals and the majority of them were presented in Activity 1 (table 1). After the
elegibility check, during which 17 proposals were d eclared inelegible, the evaluation
phase started and finished in the middle of July.

After the evaluation, 64 proposals were proposed for funding and invited to start the
negotiation with the Commission.

The remaining proposals are divided as
follows: 157 are in reserve list, 176 are
below the threshold, and 17 are ineligible.
The overall success rate is 15,5%.

Table 1

“ Every proposal proposed for funding

correspond to one topic, that means that 14
topics of the total 78 available were not
covered.

In particular, for Activity 2.1 “Sustainable
production and management of biological

‘a Activity 1 B Activity 2 O Activity 3 @ Activity 4 ‘

resources from land, forest and aquatic
environment” 193 proposals out of 201 were evaluated, and 33 were proposed for
funding. The success rate is 17%.
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For Activity 2.2 “Fork to farm: Food
(including seafood), health and
well-being” 139 proposal out of 145
were evaluated, and 16 were 15% 4%
proposed for funding. The success
rate is 11%.

For Activity 2.3 “Life Science
Biotechnology and Biochemistry for
Sustainable Non-Food Product and
Process”, 64 proposals out of 67
were evaluated, and 14 were
proposed for funding. The success
rate is 21%.

The participation of third countries, encouraged by the Commission also with Specific
International Cooperation Actions (SICA), had a pos itive answer from participants: 396
participants from 58 different third countries and 420 participants from 8 Associated
Countries participated to this first call. In parti cular, the participation of countries
involved in Food N CO project was quite positive, g iving good expectations for future
participation.

The participation is mainly concentrated in the Act ivity 2.1 “Sustainable production
and management of biological resources from land, forest and aquatic environment”.
Here it is possible to evidence the participation of third countries in 10 projects and the
more present are in general African countries (in particular South Africa is present in 4
projects), Asia (in particular China is present in 2 projects) and South America (in
particular Brazil, Chile and Argentina respectively present in 2, 1 and 1 projects). A
good participation is also evident from the Balkan countries, in particular Croatia
participated in 24 proposals, of which 1 is proposed for funding.

The first call for proposals of the FAFB theme gave good results for the Food N CO
participation

Countries, and there is trust in the increasing of their participation in European
projects.

Table 2

43%

O Inelegible B Below threshold
0O Reserve list O proposed for funding

“From European Fork to Latin American Farm”

An innovative networking platform for EU-LAC partne  rships to promote and
enhance food quality and safety Research and Develo pment

Further to the Rio summit, the bi-regional S&T dial ogue between Latin American and
Caribbean countries and the EU's Member States (ALGJE) has successfully
highlighted opportunities in areas of cooperation a nd provided a concrete outline of
issues to be addressed in the agrifood area. Basedn the recommendations of this
dialogue, FP6 SSA ALCUEFOOD project is focused on he implementation of a
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“networking platform” to promote and enhance S&T co operation in “Food Quality &
Safety”.

Considering the role of agriculture and agrifood in the Southern Cone Countries, the
importance of agricultural products trade to EU, th e presence of recognized research
groups, the bilateral EU agreements in S&T, the neworking platform focuses its
activities in this region.

“Food quality and safety” is a major preoccupation for both European and Southern
Cone countries. The control of quality and safety along the food chain should integrate
sustainable development requirements. The ALCUE-FOOD project proposes a
“European fork to Latin American farm” approach, to : i) meet EU safety and quality
requirements; ii) develop safer food and feed chain production; ii) provide high quality
and health-enhancing foods.

Promoting in LAC countries a “total food chain appr oach” for EU exported products
will subsequently contribute to improve the welfare of Latin American populations
and must be considered as an important impact in terms of co-operation and mutual
benefit.

The EC funded project SSA ALCUEFOOD (2005-2008) hagonstructed an information
system www.alcuefood.org and has organized a series of bi-regional workshops and
seminars in the LAC and EU regions on selected topics important for agro-chain actors,
policy makers and researchers in both regions, and with high relevance to research
themes (Traceability, Impact of norms, Cold chain, etc.) of the # Framework Program
of the European Commission. Furthermore,
the project has been generating the necessary
elements for the construction of a first bi-
regional research cooperation agenda.

The consortium of the project consists of 12
partners from 8 countries; of wich 4 are INCO
countries  (Argentina, Brazil, Chile &
Uruguay). The Alcuefood project is Co-
coordinated by the CIRAD - Centre de
Coopération International en Recherche
Agronomique pour le Développement, (from

a bi-regional project office: Montpellier and
Buenos Aires and by SECyT (from Argentina). Alcuefood project is funded by the
European Commission with 700 K between 2005 and 2008 with the Sixth Framework
Programme — Priority 5 — Food Quality and Safety.
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Alcuefood mediation has generated the introduction and subsequent negotiation and
integration of various Southern Cone partners in ongoing Integrated Projects.
Furthermore, the initial emphasis of the project on traceability systems in the food
chain, was translated into the elaboration of concrete Alcuefood partnerships with
several FP6 projects: SSA PETER, SSA Go-Global, SSBTAG. This topic was also
selected to conduct an Internet based Technology Wach.

A bi-regional expert meeting was held in Montevideo (15-16 Nov. 07), with the aim to
analyze a first draft of research cooperation opportunities on FQ&S regarding the FP7
2007-08 project calls. These concrete cooperation pportunities are being diffused to
colleagues in both regions, through EC promotion of fices and matchmaking events. In
addition, other high priority Latin research topics were identified and analyzed. These
will be included in a policy brief, aiming to incre ase the awareness at the Commission
level.

Before the project’s closure in June 2008, an Interational Forum on the interactions of
Food, Environment and Energy, will be held in Bueno s Aires. Furthermore, the project
will conclude with a policy-briefing event in Bruss els.

For further info, please address the Alcuefood project
manager:

Ms. Caroline Blaché caroline.blache@cirad.fr Phone:
+54 11 4807 5381

EU BALKAN FABNET

By Lana utelija

Within the FP6 project EU BALKAN FABNET (EU-

Western Balkan network for training and the promoti on

of cooperation in research activities within the Food,

Agriculture  and Biotechnology theme of FP77),

coordinated by ETAT from Greece, the Croatian Minis try
of Science, Education and Sports, partner in the poject, organised the National
Training for Partners & Multipliers on October 4-5, in Zagreb, Croatia. The person in
charge was Ms. Lana utelija, National Contact Poin t for the “Food, Agriculture and
Fisheries, and Biotechnology” Theme within FP7 (also involved in the FOOD-N-CO
project).

Most of the partners in the project (including part ners from the WBCs - Serbia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, FYROM, Montenegro; as well as Greece, lItaly, Belgium and
Bulgaria) took part in the event, as expert speakers and/or within the audience.
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The training was mostly addressing multipliers from the Croatian FAFB community,
as well as researchers acting as multipliers, and aher contact persons from institutions
involved in FP7 FAFB activities. Around 40 people w ere attending the training, and the
feedback was, both from the partners and the multip liers, very positive, judging the
event as very useful and providing good information .

A detailed presentation of the FAFB Theme (overview of 1st call results, Work
Programme 2008) was made by Ms. Paola Materia from APRE (also involved in the
FOOD-N-CO project), Italy. Rules for participation, financial rules as well as the life
cycle of the project were explained in details, followed by a practical exercise/quiz in
order to involve the audience through a practical approach. IPR issues were
approached by the Croatian Legal NCP. The evaluator's point of view, including the
whole evaluation procedure, has been given by a Croatian expert, FP6 and FP7
evaluator, as well as Programme Committee Expert for the FAFB Theme.

Colleagues from the University of Rijeka, working a t the University Research Office,
showed an excellent example of appointed multiplier s and their role and duties, as
well as giving insight in the required knowledge an d experience. They shared their
experience as Science Managers and gave an excelleroverview of their activities,

aiming at helping researchers to participate in FP7 and other EU programmes. A
practical exercise on how to write a good partner profile has been held by the Mr.
Erwan Le Guen from BEA (Belgian FAFB NCP, also involved in the FOOD-N-CO
project), while Mr. Gorgias Garofalakis, from ETAT, Greece, EU BALKAN FABNET
coordinator, explained in details the interaction b etween NCPs/multipliers and clients.

The EU BALKAN FABNET training for multipliers will  be followed by 2 trainings for
researchers, organised in the upcoming period.

For further info about the project: http://www.balkan-fabnet.eu/main.php

Courses- Seminars- Conference

Workshop on Risk and cost benefit analysis of trace ability in the
agri-food chain

The aim of this workshop is to have open and constructive discussion about risk and
cost benefit analysis applied to analytical and documentary traceability implemented
in the food and feed chain, including internal trac eability at farm level.

http://agrifish.jrc.it/marspac/meetings/RCBA DECO07/ index.htm
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Czech Republic - your partner in the agrobiotechnol ogy research
Brussels, 22d November 2007

The infoday will take place the 22 November in the hall of the Czech representation in
Brussels, 15 Rue Caroly, 1050 Brussels.

The seminar will bring an overview of selected biot echnology activities in the Czech
Republic in the European context and provide an insight into the agricultural and food
biotechnology sector in the Czech Republic. Key resarch players will present their
achievements and offer collaboration for future joi nt research activities.

Further information:

http://www.tc.cz/dokums raw/pozvankanaseminarbrusel 1637 1639.pdf

Challenges and opportunities for young scientists w ithin EU
Research Programmes Praha, 8 November.

The objective of the workshop is to present the opportunities offered by FP7 in the area
of food sciences and technologies to the young sciatist. The event, organized by
Technology Centre of the Academy of Sciences CR incollaboration with Joint Research
Centre of the European Commission and Institute of Chemical Technology, Prague,
will take place in the Conference Centre of the Diplomat hotel, Evropska 15, Prague 6.

The event will be part of the 3rd International Sy mposium on Recent Advances in
Food Analysis (Further information:

http://www.tc.cz/dokums _raw/3rdannouncement4pagesv2 1185282360.pdf
The seminar is free.

Registration: http://geform.tc.cz/rafa/

Preliminary programme: http://www.tc.cz/dokums _raw/seminar-

rafa 1185282360.doc

Official mission of Mrs Marie-Dominique Simonet to Brazil —
November 12 th.

Taking advantage of an official mission to Brazil of Mrs Marie-Dominique
Simonet, Minister of Higher Education, Research and International Relations of French-
speaking Community of Belgium and of Wallonia Regio n, the competitiveness pole
WAGRALIM of Wallonia Region, in collaboration with the Brazilian Society of Food
Science and Technology (SBCTA) and the General Conglate of Belgium of Sdo Paulo
(Commercial Department), is organizing a work meeti ng between scientists and
industrials to be held at November 12th 2007 in S&oPaulo, Brazil. The objective of this
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meeting is to stimulate contacts between scientific and industrial partners of the two
countries, to develop sinergiasin terms of research and industrial innovation.

Apart from welcome by SBCTA, presentation of region al pole WAGRALIM of
the Marshall Plan, (Prof. Yvan Larondelle), presentation Minister Simonet and quarrel
on the cooperation perspectives it will also report ed examples of current contributions
between French-speaking Belgian and Brazilian universities.

Also technical topics such as below will be discussed:

-Evaluation of tropical fruits and polifenolic comp ounds of Amazonian plants: UCL
(Prof. Yvan Larondelle) and Federal University of P ara (Prof. Rosinelson Da Silva Pena
and Hervé Rogez)

-Improvement of the animal productions in the bovin e, ovino and swine sectors: ULg
(Prof. Paschal Leroy) and Southeastern State Univesity of the Bahia (Prof. Abel
Reboucas)

Finally, two agreements will be signed - between UL g and UESB (Doctorate
Studies in animal production) and between UCL and U FPa (Frame Cooperation
Agreement).

It will be also carried out two thematic round tabl es on agrofood selected in function of
the interests of the participants: bioactive compounds of plants and innovation in dairy
products

FP7 Information Day and Brokerage Event -“Transnati onal
cooperation in Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology”

On 29 and 30 November 2007 the scientific ‘world’ will meet in Brussels for a
two-day event on Transnational Cooperation under th eme 2 “Food, Agriculture and
Fisheries, and Biotechnology (FAFB)”.

The event is organised by TrainNet Future, a European project on international
cooperation in the FP6 with the new members of the EU, in collaboration with the
European Commission. The projects involved in the organisation are: Injoy&Train
(with Russia and Newly Independent States), EU-Balkan-Fabnet (with Balkan
countries), Meda go to Europe (with Mediterranean c ountries, including North African
countries), FOOD-FRENZ (with New Zealand), PAEPARD (with Canada) and Food-n-
Co in which Latin American, Asian and South African countries are partaking.

The kick-off of the event, in the afternoon of the 29" November, will be an
“Information Day” to provide an overall picture of the 2d theme of the specific
programme on “Cooperation”. After a short introduct ion on the future perspectives of
international cooperation within FP7 — in particula r for FAFB — the most up-to-date
information will be presented on the first KBBE cal | that ended on the 2nd of May. It
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will then be most interesting to examine the partic ipation rates, and success rates, of
the different countries.

Subsequent presentations will illustrate the topics of the 3d call (deadline 260 of
February 2008), the rules of participation in FP7,as well as the different ways in which
proposals are presented and evaluated. There will dso be a training session on how to
present a successful proposal in FP7.

The crucial moment of the Brokerage event will nevertheless be the 3® of
November. Three parallel sessions will held, corresponding two the three Activities of
the 2nd Theme:

Session 1: Sustainable production and management of biological resources from land,
forest and acquatic environments;

Session 2 From Fork to Farm: Food (including seafood), health and well-being

Session 3 Life sciences, biotechnology and chemistry for sustainable non-food
products and processes.

The three parallel sessions will each provide the most recent information about
the topics of the next call that is expected in November, followed by a discussion on
European Technology Platforms (ETPs) who are working on the three Activities:
Forestry, Farm Animal Breeding; Food for Life, Glob al Animal Health; Plants for the
Future, Sustainable Chemistry, respectively. For many this will be a perfect
opportunity to learn about current focal points in research, and particularly about
strategies that ETPs have outlined in their “Strategic Agendas”.

Researchers from European as well as non-European cuntries will thus have
the possibility to get to know colleague researchers and project coordinators. What is
more, they will have the opportunity to meet repres entatives from the European
Commission for more scientific questions. In fact, during the entire day, but especially
in the afternoon of the 29t of November, various Project Officers will be present and
open for questions on the scientific aspects of the2008 call.

The two days in Brussels — intensive and full of opportunities — thus present an
important occasion to find out the most recent advances in research, and to have a look
at what is to come in the field of Food, Agricultur e and Fisheries, and Biotechnology.

For more information: http://kbbeb.tetalap.hu/  Or e-mail to: kubbinga@apre.it




